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SCHOOL YEAR TRAFFIC SAFETY 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
August 28, 2019 
 
To all Parents/Guardians: 
 
With the start of the 2019-2020 school year and with the anticipation and excitement of 
the first day behind us, I’d like to take a few moments to share important information with 
you to ensure we are all following safety protocols when accessing or traveling to and 
from our school buildings.  In the interest of maintaining the safest environment possible 
for everyone at all of our school buildings throughout the district, it is important that we all 
do our part.     
 
The most active times at our schools typically tend to be during the start and close of the 
school day, with a great deal of pedestrian and motor vehicle traffic taking place at the 
same time.  During these very busy times, it is important that everyone is exercising 
caution, patience and courtesy while on school property. Safety must be everyone’s 
concern whenever they are accessing school property or grounds.      
 
So please take the time to familiarize yourself with the following restrictions and safety 
measures that are in place throughout the district.  First and foremost, the speed limit 
throughout the district is 15 M.P.H.  This is clearly posted in both directions along the 
driveway at the High School.  It is also clearly painted on the pavement beginning at the 
Primary School and continuing past the Elementary School and the Middle School.  
These roadways are used by students, faculty, staff, parents, busses, visitors, and 
emergency vehicles, etc. Throughout the school day, these roadways are actively being 
used by motor vehicles as well as by students and teachers who are walking between 
buildings or about the school grounds. To ensure everyone’s safety it is important that the 
posted speed limit is adhered to. 
 
There are several clearly marked and posted crosswalks at all school buildings and 
access roads. In order to ensure the safety of our students and parents who use these 
crosswalks when accessing or leaving a school building, that all operators of motor 
vehicles proceed slowly and with caution at all times.  It is also important that our parents 
are often reminding their children of the importance of always check for oncoming traffic 
before entering and crossing at these crosswalks.   
 
Please take the time to familiarize yourself with the established one-way traffic pattern 
from the Primary School to the Middle School during school hours.  When entering these 
campuses, please do so by way of Gleason Court off of Main Street in the center of town.  
When exiting, do so onto Rte. 16 (Davis Street) at the bottom of the hill beyond the 
Middle School.  Personal vehicles are restricted from traveling behind any of the four 
school buildings and there are several posted signs that indicated this.  If your destination 
is the Middle School and you are entering from Rte. 16 (Davis Street), you can only 
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access as far as the skate park or the adjacent parking lot as the road is closed to all 
through traffic during the school day for safety reasons.  You can park in the lower lot and 
then walk to the school’s main entrance.    

 
When dropping off or picking up a student at any of the four school buildings, please be 
cautious and courteous.  While accessing the high school property please remain in a 
single lane leading to the school entrance. The same single lane is required at the 
Primary, Elementary and Middle schools as well. At the Elementary School we also ask 
that you remain in this lane along the school sidewalks and exercise caution when pulling 
away from the drop off line to ensure that is safe to proceed.  Be cognizant of possible 
oncoming traffic before pulling away from the drop off area.  Also, this lane is strictly for 
parents who are dropping off a student.  This is not a parking lane.  Adherence to these 
protocols will permit the flow of traffic to move smoothly and relatively unobstructed at all 
schools.   
 
We ask that you please use extreme caution around all school busses and school vans 
both on campus and off.  An overwhelming majority of the concerns we investigate 
involve the unsafe operation of personal vehicles around school busses while students 
are loading or exiting a school bus, both on school property and at school bus stops 
throughout town. This letter also serves as a reminder that M.G.L. Chapter 90, Section 14 
requires all vehicles to stop whenever a school bus is allowing students to unload or 
board and whenever its warning signs and red lights are activated.  This includes parking 
lots and applies to traffic traveling with or against the direction of the bus.  Bus drivers 
have been instructed to provide the number plate information of anyone they observe in 
violation of this regulation and could result in the issuance of a civil citation and/or fine.  
Whenever busses are parked at any of the schools to load or unload students, please 
avoid walking between them; either in front of or behind them while they are lined up 
along the curbs.  This will prevent any unfortunate accidents or mishaps. 
 
Lastly, we want to call your attention to an ongoing problem we have at the schools and 
that is operators parking the vehicles in areas that are clearly marked as “No Parking – 
Fire Zone”.  This practice creates real safety concerns as this practice hinders or 
obstructs emergency response vehicles from being able to access the school buildings.  
This is a serious offense and one that creates real safety concerns. These prohibitions for 
parking must be adhered to 24 hours a day. The Douglas Police Department will respond 
to those vehicles that violate this parking restriction.  
 
Now that the new school year in underway, please be mindful of the increase in activity 
on and around the school campuses.  Slow down and be patient, and above all else, use 
common sense and courtesy to ensure that everyone, especially the students, stay safe.  
With everyone’s help and cooperation, we will have another safe, successful school year.   
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Brett Fulone 
School Resource Officer 


